
This is a simple guideline on the steps in Reading and Stimulus-Based Conversation: 

 

Pronunciation Must be able to hear your 
own ending vowel sounds 
like “s, t, k” sounds. Voice 
should be clear and full of 
energy 

Answer Organised 
Appropriately 

Have a simple introduction. 
Then one point at a time, 
support with evidence. End by 
re-in forcing your stand/opinion 

Volume Not too loud or too soft. 
Get your Parent and BFF 
to listen and give feedback 

Steadiness of 
Voice 

Be confident. Take a deep 
breath to calm yourself before 
answering 

Speed Quick pause at commas, 
longer pause at a full-stop. 
Find a suitable point to 
take a breath 

Eye Contact Staring at the teacher or floor is 
a No-no. One trick invented by 
Hana: look at the teacher’s 
eyebrows. The teacher thinks 
you are looking at her/him!  

Tone It is like singing a song. 
For parts of text that need 
emphasis(for important 
key words), stress on it 

Body Language Back straight, relaxed shoulders 
make you look good. If you are 
shaking side to side, big NO! 
Always smile 

Atmosphere/Mood Take note of the 
“Atmosphere”. If it is a 
happy mood/atmosphere, 
use a lighthearted “feel” 

Mannerisms Greet the teacher at the start. 
End by saying thanks. Push in 
the chair. Neat hair, clean 
uniform, be a model for the day 

 
 

Reading 
 
Step 1: Scan through the text quickly, get a gist 
of it 
 
Step 2: Think about the “atmosphere” the 
passage wants to bring out. Is it a happy story? 
Or a quick and fast one with lots of action in it?  
 
Step 3: Practise reading it for the first time. 
Listen out for your ending vowel sounds like the 
“s, t, k,” etc. Take note of your speed and tone. 
Listen out for the mistakes or things you missed 
out 
 
Step 4: Now that you know what you missed 
out, read a second time to make everything 
better 
 

Stimulus-Based Conversation 
 
Step 1: Look at the Picture and Identify the 
Main Theme 
 
Step 2: Predict 3 Questions based on it. Your 
head will start to form an answer key in this 
direction (based on the theme and predicted 
questions) 
 
Step 3: Prepare about 2-3 key points for each 
predicted question. Be mentally ready for other 
questions related to this theme. Recall personal 
experience that you have related to the main 
theme. If you do not have any related 
experience, think about the possibilities, so 
during the examination, you can answer, “If I 
have a chance, I would…”  
 

To help you keep in mind of the things to take note in the Oral exam, we have included checklists 
throughout this book. The checklists for Reading and Stimulus-Based Conversation are found at the bottom 
of all even-numbered Oral Tests. The table below gives you a full guideline on the checklists: 

Reading Stimulus-Based Conversation 


