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Passage 10

You are presenting during a science fair at your school to explain Singapore’s efforts to combat dengue
fever. Below is your prepared script.

Have you heard of Project Wolbachia? Or seen a poster on it? It is an innovative approach

invented by Singapore to fight dengue fever.

As most of you know, dengue fever is spread by the Aedes mosquitoes, posing a significant health
threat in major tropical countries like Singapore. Traditional methods like fogging and removing stagnant

water help, but they’re not enough to eliminate mosquitoes completely.

This is where Project Wolbachia comes in. So, how does it work? Scientists will release male
mosquitoes infected with a natural bacteria called Wolbachia. These mosquitoes don’t bite or spread
disease. Instead, when they mate with female Aedes mosquitoes, the eggs they produce cannot hatch.

Over time, this reduces the mosquito population.

The results have been promising. In areas where the project has been implemented, dengue cases
have dropped by up to 70%, as seen in the chart over here. In addition, my exhibits on the left here show
photos of how other countries like Australia, Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Vietnam have also used the

same Project Wolbachia model to battle dengue fever.

Project Wolbachia shows how science and technology can solve real-world problems. At the same
time, we can all do our part by using insect repellent when going outdoors and overturning pails and
buckets when not in use. It is a joint effort of the individual, community and government in reducing

dengue fever cases.

Word Count: 231

Checklist
| Pronunciation | Volume | Speed of Reading | Tone | Atmosphere/Mood |
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Tone and Pacing:

1.

10.

Good afternoon, everyone. Today, I'll talk about how Singapore is fighting dengue with an innovative
approach called Project Wolbachia.

Tone: Informative; Pacing: Moderate

Dengue fever is spread by Aedes mosquitoes, and it poses a significant health risk, especially in tropical
countries like ours.

Tone: Concerned; Pacing: Moderate

Traditional methods like fogging and removing stagnant water help, but they re not enough to eliminate
mosquitoes completely.

Tone: Realistic; Pacing: Slow

This is where Project Wolbachia comes in.

Tone: Optimistic; Pacing: Moderate

Scientists release male mosquitoes infected with a natural bacteria called Wolbachia.

Tone: Explanatory; Pacing: Moderate

These mosquitoes don’t bite or spread disease.

Tone: Reassuring; Pacing: Slow

Instead, when they mate with female Aedes mosquitoes, the eggs they produce cannot hatch.

Tone: Informative; Pacing: Moderate

Over time, this reduces the mosquito population.

Tone: Hopeful; Pacing: Moderate

The results have been promising.

Tone: Positive; Pacing: Moderate

In areas where the project has been implemented, dengue cases have dropped by up to 70%.

Tone: Encouraging; Pacing: Moderate

11. Singapore’s approach is becoming a model for other countries battling dengue.

Tone: Proud; Pacing: Moderate
12. This project shows how science and technology can solve real-world problems.

Tone: Inspirational; Pacing: Moderate
13. Together, we can fight dengue and create a healthier environment for everyone.

Tone: Motivational; Pacing: Slow

Vocabulary with Pronunciation Aids: e tropical [trop-i-kuhl]
e climinate [ih-lim-uh-neyt]

e innovative [in-uh-vey-tiv]
® Aecdes [ay-deez] Challenging Words with Pronunciation Aids:
e stagnant [stag-nuhnt]
e Dbacteria [bak-teer-ee-uh] e Wolbachia [wohl-bah-kee-uh]
e implemented [im-pluh-men-tid] ® promising [prom-is-ing]
e population [pop-yuh-ley-shuhn]
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Stimulus-Based Conversation 10 — Reviving the Joy of Reading

Checklist

Question Format
(Pic, You, World View)

Describe facial expressions,
add idioms, stats, quotes, gd
words & phrases

Organise Answer
(main pt, description, example, one-liner
personal view or PEEL, repeat)

***It's TWO-way
Communication!

Eye Contact

Positive Body Language, & Remember to

an

Smile &
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Sample Answer (First paragraph using PEEL Method for reference):

e Point: Begin by stating your main point clearly.
Example: “The students in the photograph appear joyful and excited about reading.”

e Evidence: Give examples to support your point.
Example: “They are all holding books and smiling, which shows they are enjoying the activity.
The environment also looks calm and bright.”

e Explanation: Explain how the evidence supports your point.
Example: “This suggests that the library setting and the reading activity have created a positive
and engaging experience for them.”

e Link: Conclude by linking back to the question.
Example: “That’s why I believe the students in the photograph are feeling happy and motivated to
read.”

Additional Vocabulary for Reference:

e Joyous

e Infectious

e Instil

e Conducive

e Library

e Adventures

e Language skills

e Creativity

e Rare sight (Challenging)

e Quiet space to relax (Challenging)
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Answer Key

Test 10: Reviving the Joy of Reading

1. How do you think the students in the photograph might be feeling? Why?
What’s striking is that everyone is holding a book, not a phone. It is a rare sight indeed. The
joyous mood is also highly infectious as the students in the photograph are full of smiles. The
teacher may have brought the class to the school library to instill the habit of reading.
Alternatively, the teacher may want them to choose a book and do a book review, so everyone is

reading at the library.

Establish Connection with Examiner: Sir/Madam (look at examiner), correct me if I’'m wrong,
but when you are in a library with lots of natural light coming in from the windows, do you agree
that it is a conducive environment for reading? (The examiner will usually nod or reply yes. And
voila! This has definitely become a Conversation, stimulated by the description and question you
have asked, hence known as ‘Stimulus-Based Conversation’! Next, look at the photo and continue

to elaborate.)

Personal experience: This photograph reminds me of the National Library/ new Punggol

Regional Library/ library near my house/ library in my school/ library (choose

one). Although I prefer to use my phone than read a book, visiting a library in Singapore is a

totally different experience. I like (talk about one to two parts of a library

that you like, it can be the 3D printing room in Woodlands Regional Library, the Children’s
Books Section in the library, the do-it-yourself tinkering area in Punggol Regional Library,
indoor garden and hydroponics showcase at Choa Chu Kang Public Library etc). I have come to
realise a library is not just about reading but exploring new adventures and a quiet space to

relax after a long day in school.
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2. Why do you think reading is important?
Reading encourages students to read more, helping them improve their language skills and
creativity. They also make reading more exciting and enjoyable, turning it into a fun activity
instead of just schoolwork. Although I prefer to look at screens and play games, I have also heard
that any form of reading helps, so even if they are comics, subtitles in a video or just posters, as
long as you are reading, you are forming a good habit! (Can include personal experience of a
book you have read, what it is about and why you like the book. You can also talk about your

favourite author and the books he/she has written + what you have learnt from these books)

3. Besides competitions, what other ways can schools encourage students to read more?
Schools can organise book clubs, storytelling sessions and library visits. Teachers can also
recommend interesting books and give small rewards to students who read regularly. I think bite-
sized reading will be an innovative way to get us to read more. Teachers can extract pages
from a book and get us to read for 15 minutes a day. Although the process is slow, but as

long as we are consistent in reading every day, it is better than not reading anything at all.

Another suggestion is listening to podcasts. | have watched videos on YouTube where people
read aloud Roald Dahl’s books and you can listen to it. Sometimes, there will be subtitles and
images in the video, so I think this can be something the schools can consider adding into the list

of reading activities.
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